
Statement to accompany Applicatiog by k!idd1 Rio Grands Corisarvancy

Di3trict to State &igineer for Permits to Change Points of Diversion and Pla.ce

of Use of Certain Water Rights in and to the vatero of the Rio Grands, in the

counties of Sandoval, Bernaliflo, Valenoin and Socorro, in the State of New

1exico. .!(•i
C_L.

•.

The undersied, !iddle Rio Grande Conservancy District, a political

subdivision of the State of New Mexico, organized under nd by virtue of the

New ?1exico Conservancy Act, approved Larcii 11th, 1927, (laws of the State of

Now Mexico, 1927, p. 135 Chapter 45) has caused to be prepared the Official Plan

of said Laddie Rio Grande Conservancy District, has filed the sens iith the

District Court of the Second Judicial District of the State of New !lexico, in

compliance with law, and said District Court ha.sapproved said plan as of date

August 15th, 1028. .
. .

In order to further comply with the law and with the rules and regulations

of the Sta.ts iginoers Offtce, aaid District desires to file with naid State

Engineers Office, the attached aDplicatioua for perste to change the points

of. diversion and plade of use of certain waters more partIcularly described ia

thIs statement. Due to the magu.itude of the project and to the unique and unusual

nature of the matter. involved, those aoulications cannot be nw4e strictly l.a

accordance with the prescribed form, and the fo1loing statot together with the

accompanying maps, is ra9pectfully sutitted in lieu thoreof.
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Areas Tnc1uIed ifl Project.

The )Jiddle Rio Grande C onservancy District proposes the

irrigationof a net area. of 123,267 acres of land, after deductir.g the

areas of prost and future rights—of-ay for drains, canals, laterals,

floodways, towns, railroads &nd roads, to the extent of some 18,300

acres.

Thea. lands are situated in the so—called middlo vailoyW

of the Rio Grand. in the Counties of Ss.ndoval, Berna.lillo, Va.lencia

and Socorro, State of New Uexico, and are more particularly classified

as follows.

(See ,age—3)
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—Table 1.—

i’A3ULTXON OF A3DS NA !ODI?L3 AP?ROVD PL..’Jj

(From Tabulation by C.A.kzd.raou, 4praisal Ingi

neer, Deo. 28, 1923 and Table3 in Official Plan

ac publiehed, rearranged by ivinion3.)

Non-Indian Landss

COCHITI DIVISION

Cultivated, Class i..’...........
n ii

£. . • S • • • • S S • • • •

4 14
., ..........e...

Pasture and hay. ... .. . ... . .

Tota’ Irrz.gated..........

Salt Crags. . . . .... . .. •... . •1

Boaqua.. .. . .... .. . ..•. .. . .. .

S’amp end lake...................

Sand dunes.......................

iiasa end Upland..........

Gravefly lend (arroyo c’eeh)......

Rural homesites..................

Total floe—Irrigated..............

Indian lands:

581.96 Acres
273.79 ‘

113.11 U

8.22
977.08

;7

179.60
175.95

5.19
0 • 97

40.75
18.42
13.83
434.71..

Cochiti Pueblo........2110 Acres

Santo Domingo Pueblo. .4547
San Felipe Pueblo.....4931

ii,saa,
Cultivated....................... 3,256

Non—oulti’rat.d................... 5,184 —•

New area............... 2,528

Claimed by non—Indiana, title
not yet settled. .•

•

529
-91 “

• .

.*:. u,8& n,8a.oo

TOTAL NT AR!A cocrri DIVISION...... ...... 12,999.79

i2
280

89

951

14

‘I

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(a)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)

14

I,

I.

14

II

II

‘I

14

977.08 icres

434.71 “

Right s-ot—ay:
Main Canal.. ... .

laterals. ......

Floodway.... a.....

Total.....

Acres
N

I.

14

4

3



Nan-Indian Lazx1s

AURtJ! DIVISI0

(a)
(b)
(c)
(ci)

(0)

(f)
(g)
(ix)
(i)

Indian Lands:

Acres
ft

ft

ft

‘I

41

ft

II

II

4%

4%

.4

II

Santa I%na Pueblo.... 1,005

Sandia Pueblo........3,513

Isleta Pueblo. .. ... 2,206 (abotrt ‘1/3 of total)16

6,724

2,020’

Uon—cultzvated..............,.. 4,513

Claimed by lion—Indians........... 65 ‘

TOTAL llT AREA DIVISLON..........

Cultivated, Class ‘l.............. 1,028.02
4% “ 2.............. 3,820.14
I, II I,dO.1.

Pa5ture and hay.................. 2,199.57

Total Irrigatsd. ........ ..... .. 15,609.43

bait Grass..... .... 5,461.81

Bosque....... . ..•.....,.. . . ..... 3,239.32
771.90

Sand dunes.......w. ••.b•ed•.•Ib 2,752.5?

i!asa and Upland................... 1,560.43

Gravelly land...... .... ...... ... 350.08

Rural. homesx.tes,... . ....... 73.86

Total xon—3rrigated..........a...14,c72.04

15,609.43 acres

14,872.04

— 6,724.00

37,205.47

ft

44

U

of-vayz

ham Canal......... 412 Acres

Lateralo............ 473
‘732..

Floodway...... 2,800

Totai......4,417

4



ion—zidjan Iades

(a) u1tivAted, C1a33le..........ab: .374.96 Pre8

• () H
2...Ib••••.4•. 6,174.25

• I .1 •i tPf’

(d) Paature and hay.A.................., ,3O3.98. .“

Total Irrigated.................. 24,628.14

(a)
(r) Bo 4,340.12

(g) ai and 899.20

(h) Sand dunea...... 1,852.54

(i) Mosa and 4,631.46

(j) Gravelly 50.00

(k) Rural horieeit,s...............e’.’ :137.73

Total 28,348.83

Indian hinds: (Islata Puablo) — 4422)

1,703
2,325

233
161

4,422 4,422.00

roTAr.NTAABrLNDri’sIOI....... ....... 57,398.97

M*in Canal......... 862 Acree
Iaterals............ 934

Floodway...........3,300 N

Total......6,176

‘I’

ii.
C

:‘ i:
/

•BL DIVISION

24,628.14 Acres

28,348.83 H

Non—cultivated.. . .. .• . . . ....

flow area. .... . te. . .... .:.. ...

Cis.ed byNon—Inth.ans.. .•.••,•.•.••

Righs-of-Way

1*

1..;

jo;
• / 1d,

-- H••’• •: I
•—

‘.:- :J
iJ

-‘• i/li
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S0CORO Dmsv)N

(Wo X,idian Th.nd in this Division)

(a) Cultivatec.I, Class 1...,...................

(b) ‘

(c)
“ 3.....,,p..,,..a........

(d) Paaturo snd hay. •,. , .9 . . . , • . •.,.•

Tot1. Irr.gat3. s... .. .., •.. . .. .. •• ..

(5)

(t)
(g)
h)
i)
j)
k)

2,230.19
• 7,274.22

872.97
• 44.51
• 47.42
• 110.36

25.77

Total Non—Irrigated....................... 10,605.44

I.

h

I,

I.

H

It

I.

io,6o5. Acres

1d Ca1....,...... 338
Latera1............. 341
Drains............... 387
?1Doday.. s.... •••. . .2,40

, 0 Acres
.2,251.91 “

2,331.2.2 “

.474.40 1

.5,057.43 .. 5,057.43 Acres

I Salt rass.. •.• ..•.• a .. . • • ... . ....•. . a a

Bo
Ssap .nd 3ak,......e........,............

I Safld dane 5. . •. . • . • . •. • • . •• • • • • • •..e •. . • • .

!e3a a!ld t1mn d....,... .... . . ... •..., ..• • . . •.

Grav,1Iy land..,.,..4.....a....,,.........

Hoestss.. . .. . 9• • ••• , • ••...... •• •

TOT..IL ND iIA SOCORRG D1113101.........................

Rights-of-y: ..

15,662.87

Acres ••

•1*

p.



St1&4RY OF AREAS

Class 1..............
II

L. • • • • • I • •• •• •
p • • S I S •S • S

hay..... . .. •. . . . . . . .

Total Xrrigatd....... . •.. .

Salt Gzasa......................

arnp and 1ae. . . ...,. . . ... . . ...

sand Dunes.. ..... . •. . . . ..•..

)ie9a and Upland,.................
Ozavel1y laud.. .....,............
Ruril Homaitea..................

Total Ii,n—Irrigated.. .... ........

rndiau Lands

(1) Cultivated................
(m) Non—Cuitivated.,..........
(x’) .sew

Clajaed by Non—Indians (title not

(o) Cultivated..,-....
(p) Nen—Cultzvated........

Total.......

46,272.08

24,309.38
15,029.61

• 2,549.26
• 4,650.61

6,200.11
528.86
939

• 5426lbO2

Cultivated,
Cultivated,
Cultivated,
Pasturo and

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(0)

(g)
• (b)

(I)
(j )
(k)

1,984.94
12,520.09
22,775.88
_8, 991.17

Acres
‘I

I,

H

a

a.:.
I.

a..

a.
I,

N

46,212.08 Acres

5d.261.02

Total !‘Ion-Iudian tLnti............ 100,533.10

• .. .- ——— -

6,979.00
12,022.00 I’

2,837.00

ett1ed)

675.00
171.00 :.

22,734.00 0 22,734.00 a

a
TOTAL flT ARA IN 123,267.10

1



Potesg -

Class 1, 2 and 3 are appraisal classifications taking account of depth

to water table, and other eerients af1ccting value. Mesa and upland and lands

lying above present ditches, end gre.velly lands represent arroyos and areas nct

considered as econonioally irrigable.

Water Supply. V

The ater for the irrigation of the Middle Rio Graude Conservancy District

lands i to be obtained from the natural floof the Rio Grands, from the l Vadp

reservoir to be constructed upon he Rio Cham, a
tributary

of the Rio Grand., a.ad

from tor to be develo,ad by tha drainage of disrict lands having a high water

table. Such 1and in their prosent cond±tion caue the loss of great quantitie3 of

water through evaporation, and tieir dr.inage ifl reclaim end conserve to the river

a large amount of this lose.

eent Rights. V

The greater part of the filddle Rio Grands Conservancy District lands have

probably been irrigated at one tine or another during the period 1700-1929, or have

been irrigable from constructed ditches. i!r. Merbert T. Yoo, at present Stato

• Engineer of New Ilexico, made a study and report in 1910 lictng eli ditches in the

Rio Grands basin, together ith data on theIr dates of construction, location,

capacities, acres irrigated and ecresirrigable. His report shows 68 ditches in

V

that part of the middle vallãy inclUded vithin thô boundaries of the Middi.. Rio

Grands Conservancy District having an aggregat. capacity of l66 second feet. Th.i.

V ditches were irrigating 41,560 acres of land at tht time ond coànded an acrea.ie

of 46,140 acres additional caking a total irrigable area of 87,700 acres in 1910.

The following tabulation lists the ditches as found by Mr. Yea in 1910*



Cochiti Division

Cochiti ¶est Side.

1aads aboe tie loading plant at mouth of
iite Rock Canyon, Indian ditch, very old....

ochLti mast Side.

Beads near tie 1oadi plant at møuth of
Vhite Rock Canyon, Indian ditch, very 13.00 700

Pona Blanca.

Eoad 100 ft. north of Cochitivagon bridge

on east side of river. Constrsc1•d prior t . •.

i800. (not Indian)...................bb.... .31.00 .1000 200

Sill.

Beads 2- nibs north of Sill on vest bank of

riv3r. Constructed about 1820. (not Indian)

Santo Doninoast Side..

Beads lzàiles LW. f PesaBlanàa. Indian

ditch, very . 16.80..

Santo Dorino Teit Side.

Eads 2 niles N.W. of Santo Doii.rLgo. Indian

ditch, very

San Fe1oe aat Sid..

Beads 1 nile S. of Sante Domingo. Indian
ditch, very o1d.............................

San Feilpo West Side. ..

Reads mile S. of Sen Felipe. Indian ditch,

very old... .. .. ... . .•.• . ...• .. . . . . ••.... • . •••

Alodones.

Uaads nil, S. of San J’elipe on E. side of

river. Old ditch, not Indi.an.....,..........

(Data fron ‘Report on Irrigation in tb. ]io Grand• Basin

by Herbert 1. Yco, State ngineer, Nev Llexico, 1928.
Ditches arranged in groups corresponding to the four
divisione of the !Liddle Rio Graude Conservancy District.)

.

s Capacity : s Additional
: Cubic Feet : Acres Acres

llama of Ditch, location and Other 1ts. I Per Second : Irrigated : Irrigable

13.00 500 50

200

13.00 300 300

• 200

13.50 300. . 300

23.80 700 . 300

7.87 100 •100

23.80 400 400

---S



• z Capacity i * Mditiozia
: Cubic Feet t Acres $ Acree

Name of Ditch, Location and Other De±a i Per Second Irrigated Irrigable

Santa k*.

Heads on E. sids of river I mile south of
• San Felip.. Indian ditch, very old...,...,, 18.37 600 300

Sturaary of Cochiti Diviaions

Nberofditches..........e...........l0
(.ndian ditehes...7)
(Non—Indian “ ..3)

Aggregat9 Capacity....................180.14 Second Test

Acres irrigated
Indian lands. . .... .... .. . ........... .3900 Acres
Non—dian lands.. ... .. . . ........ . . .1700 H

Total.........,.5600

Additional acres irrigable............2350 N

ot1acresirrigab1a.................7950

10



Jlbuquerquo Division

—.. i Capacitys Additional
.

i Cubic Fee’s Acres : Acrus
Hems of Ditch, Location eLd Other Data iPer Soconda Irrigated a Irrigable

Bernalillo.

heads justto the N.W. of town ofI1godonea.
Heads in Cocziti Di7iaion but serves lands
in Albuquerque Division. ?rooaoly origin-
any an Indian ditch — very

Heads on !. side of river ner S. lina of
sandia Indian Pueblo Grant. Built prior to
1800.... . .. .. ... .. .. . . . . •. ... .. .. . . .•..•.

Los Ranchos.

Heads on . side of river 1 miles N. of
Alameda. Constructed prior to 1800.........

heads on . aide of river 1 mileS S. ot
Corral,s wagon bridge. Built prior to 1800.

Heads on . side of river 2 miles . of
Corrals. wagon bridge. Built prior to 1330.

I.oa Durane,.

Fead on E. aide of river 2* miles N. of Old
Albuquerque. Constructed about 1706.......

Albug us rus.

Heads en £. side of river 2mi1ea N. of Old
Albuquerque. Constructed about 1706........

Sandia.

fleada at Bernalillo oagon bridge on B. side
of river. Indian diteh, very o1d......,..,

1!ontovL.

Eoads 2 miles S. of BernaliUc on W. side of
river. Old ditch, not Indian..............

( *Not included in Consarvay District)

Corralos.

Ha ads on VI. aide of river 4 riiles S. of
Bernelil].o. Cotrctd prior t l00......

Alans cia.

los GrisEos.

15.75 Boo 400

36.00 1000 1400

*3,1)0 *100 *100

64.00 600 ioo

20.25 400 1450

44.00 1300 3000

22.00 550 1300

34.00 650 650

15.00 600 650

24.00 700 650

Los Barela3.

11



.
a Capacity s z Additional

.

a Cubi.c Feet : Acree : i.cree

Name of Ditch, Location and Otrnr Data • Per Second Irrigated ; Irrigablo —

fl Cotrnity Ditch.
H.eade on TI. aide of river 11. from Old
Albuquerque. Coziatructed ‘rocently”,

probably prior to 1900.................... 11.25 335 .-
150

Atrieco. .

eads an W. sid• of river 7. of Old
Albuquerque. Date of construction “old”... 11.25 325 .- 150

Arenal.

fleads on west side of river 7. of Old
Albuquerque. Date of construction “old”... 30.00 900 / 250

.Aceguia Nueva do Atrioco.

Heada on VT. aide of river U. of Old
Albuquerque. Date of construction “recent” 42.00 1200 V 400

(Probably prior to 1900).

Aceguie Vieja de Atrieco. . .
. :

1!aade on I. side of river 7. of Old
Albuquerque. i.te of con5truction”old”.... 37.80 450 V 200

Coinunjty Ditch. .. .

Heads on S. aids of river 600.feet S..of. ....., . .

Barelas bridge at Albuquerque. Date of .. .. .

construction “old”........................ 13.50 . .115.” 200

4gunitas.

Haads one. side ofriver+Elile south of

Barelas bridge at Albuquerque. Date of .
. /

oonstruction 20.20 1000 4600

Parito.

1aadu on W. aide of rIver lmi1eS...of . ..

Baralas bridg, at Albuquerque. Date of

construction “very old’.................... 60.00 1500 / 300

Loe Pad.iilea. .. . •.
. : .

heads on W. aide of river nile N.E. of
Pajarito. Date of conetruotion “very old’. 30.00 ‘O0 5y,)

Islota.
-

heads on V. side of river E. of Pa.jarito.

Indian ditch “vory old” (probably prior to

1540).... .. ...... •. .. . . ..... .... •.. •.. . .•• 60.00 7oo V 500

12



&iary of ?4lbuguergue Division:

Wnber of ditches in Coneervancy District...,.

( I not included in Conservancy Dietrict)

Indian ditches..... 2
“ i.... 17

19

Aggregate cape.city-..........................a.591 $econd lest

Acee irrigat.d .

.

Indian 1and....... . 1700 Acres

Non—Indian ...... 12185 W :

Total..........13,885

Additianalacreoirrigable...................17,550

Total Acrc irrigable........................ 31,435

p.

13



ieads on . side opposite pueblo of Islota.
7 44 44.

.J._,.s . s4..au ..Cfl..e.....................

Chical.

Hoado onE. sida opposite pueblo ófIsleta.

Louris. . .
.

Ss on”. side óppàsie pueblo of slta
Indian ditch.

Cacju,.

Reads on ?1. side 1 mile S. of Isleta.

Built 192.1?.. .•.. a a.•• . .•... . .. •.• • . .•• ••• ••

• (Built after The report was maci.)

Los L€nte*. .: :. •

Ueada on VI. aide miles S. of Islets..

Built by Indians, extended by Mexicans ‘o1d”

1 eriio. . . .. .•. ... ,. .• . ••.

1s.d on . side 11 miles S. of Zoleta.’ 0ld

Heads on E.sida 2 ai1.a S. of Islets. “vty • .

48.00

Heads on 12. side near S. line of Islets..

Indian Pueblo Grant. Constructed prior to

1850....... .. .. . . .. . . ..•. •.. ... .. .... •..

all Counaunity.

. i Capacity : : Additional
• : . Cubic Feet t Acres : .Acre3

name of Ditch, location and Other ita t Par Second : Iriigated : Irrigable

• Head a on !. side nib S. of Islets.. Xn.

dian ditch. “01dm..... .. .. .. .. . . •.. . .•. .

1i11, Ditch. • . .

heads on £. side 1 mile S. of X1eta “Old”.

,ads ‘en 12. øide 1 mile S. of Islets..

Built 1910.......... .. . . . .•..... .. .• .

Naw Bolen.

2.25 25 0

33.00 400 500

22.50 200
:

500

39.00 500 500

24.75 250 200

29.25 0 1000

1 7

28.00 350
•

24.25 200 300

oo

500 950

lenc l.a.

48.00

14



Los Lunas.

Heads on ‘. side mile S. of S. liii. of

Islets. Indian Pueblo Grant. “Old.........

Las Cereag.

• fleads onE. side 4 miles S. of Isle ..‘O1d”

• • • •.

flejds on . side 3 miles N, of Los Lunaa

bridge. ‘IZev. ......... .. .. . . •. .. .. .• .

• Heads on 1. side 2- miles J. of Los Lumas.

Built 1872......... .... a... ...... ., . •...

rnar.dez.

. sIde, 3/4 tiles N. of Los Lunas bridge.

Old.

stncia.

. side +tzilee N. of Los Ltmas bridge.

“Very o1dI........... ...

Tome.

L aid. 1 mile S. of Los Lunas Bridge.

los Cbaos. ..

.

.3ide 3 milee S. at Los Lunas bridge. “Old”

nds..

. side seat of Tome..

1 Rincon.

. sic!. 1 uii.le N. of Boleu wagon bridge. 014”

15

1500 2200

i7.5 500

36.00: 390

28.00 . . 300 300

200 500

16a0 200

;

: Capacity * • Mditicna.l

.

* CubIc Feet : Acres 1 Acres

Name of Ditch, Location d Other Data t Per S,eond L-rigate z Irr1g.ble

35.00 600. 900

flunizi.

375
••,

335

38.00

5.00

72 • 00

17 • 25

‘VI’
4 V. 4

175. 500

500 1000

900

1200

Sausal. . .
. .

W. side 3 nibs ‘. of e1ei ezs.gon brIdge.
*‘,1 ‘ti
vJ. .....•...e..................

..........

Los lno:sntea. .
:. ••. .. .

W. side 300 ft. N. of D1 Rincon. “Old”...

28.00

16.50 300 300

400.



Jrei.

W. side at Belen wagon bridge. O1d’........ 44.00

San Francj3co.
-

. side -mi1e S. Belon “Old”..

(Mado by constructiu n heading at lcvei

end of tze Jeralas.)

Co1oxada. :..

. side 1 mile N.E. of ,ara1es “O1d’.,...,,,

Eosgue.

7. side 1 rnil& 5. of Jarales..”0ld’.....,.. 27.00

Sabina.1.

&i-nile S.c. of•Js.•”O1d”

(probably 200 yeara old).,..,............,.,

San Juan. . V V

. idè N. of Casa Colorado. 0L&1..a.....o.

Picacho.

17. aideni1e S.. Sabmal. Built l868....

V : !,itria3.
•.

•.

E. side 1 mile S. 3abinai. “b1d.,.,........

t Joya.

L side W. of toWn of lisa 1utriaa....,..,..

San Garonino. V
-

V

::..w. jde near .the Rio PuéceA’ondnjd’Tor

V Szzax7 of Belen Di-isin:

V
Io. of ditoes .n 3].

Iidian ditehes............. 4
W—Iñiiian ......,..... 27

V Agr.gt 837.37 eco1

ree
V•

Indian lands..........q,.,. 1,125 AGree

-
- Non—Indian

V

V

Tota..,..,,,..5,57 W

UV

.

• Caacity !uiditidnal
V : Cubic ?eet s ..4.cre. s cres

Name of Ditch, Location and Other Data : Per .acond s Xrriated ; Irrigable

28.87

44.00

500

PD

1200

•00

700

100
V

V

800

1000
V

V

V

42.00
V

1200 1700

34.50 1700 800

16.50 600 3200

2025 1200 1000

: VV.,

V•
V

V

V

2.50 6oo 750

Ft.

Additions.]. acres irrigable..24,265

To*al acres irrgab1e....,..39,84G



Socorra iion

•
- e Capacity ‘ i idditiouai.

i Cubic Feet • .-cres i Acres

!rof Ditch, !otion end Other ta Zer econdt!rrigatod Irrig.b1o

To’o1d Abondoød ditches heading in .ao2iuo
Canyon.

)aainiflo. V

. side 1 3/4 i. No. of A1*iUo Station.”3i1’ 11.25 150

Po1-rad-ra. .
V

1ita.

• W. side +mi1 S. of

Socorro.
:

V

V
V

•
1. side 2 xti1cs S..

E. sids 4mi1. L.of Pueblito. • 7.00
V(.j includedi flLwtrict)

‘Ii. side 1+tilea N.E. of ocorro. 01dH.....

Ltis1e.

tl. sid. 3/4 z.Ue N.!. of Socorro. “Old’.....

Sa. Antoflio. V

V •‘
•.

V

• j• neer toirri of Se
J55

to 1855..
V

Bo.ueojto. V

V• V

V

• • d. 1+ii1.. N. of BosquecLto. Prior to i85

V

(*Not included in J)iotrict)
V

V

Ss,n Pedro.

V 1 side 1 V fl Qf Pedro. Prior to 1855 *10.5a

•(Not included in District)
V

V

San Antonito. V
V

V. ejd. 1 I1e N. of Snntonito. 18!31......... 10.50

Si nary of Socerro Diviejona - V •

Nwsber of ditchee included in District....8 Aggreg&te capa:ity......

res

irrigated.........
1Lddition.1 etC. rrigib1c

V

.

Ta1 acres irrigable

side 3/4 ?.i. N.. of A1i11o$tatiou.w01d 15.18.

AlamiiloStaton. ucids.

of omitar. “Old”....... . 40.50

ueb1it 0..

Cuba.

150

250.. 100

H V 125

.160 *640

21.00 • 600

25.50 :. 750

36.00 800

*36.00 *1000 *1500

.400 *600

4Q

26.80 SJ.
6500 Acrss
1975 Acres

8475 Acres V
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Ditcha Bgtween Coervancy isti ot

uth Boundaz7 and prt Butte

Reervor.

t Capacity : s Additional

. $ 0ubc bet : Aeros t Acra

Nzo of Ditch, Location, and other Data For Second : Irrigated Irrigab).s

Ienàrf.

.
W. side of rivor - of San .ntonio “iew’....... 110 - .. • 20,000

(otcornp1etad in 1910. Territorial aip1i-

cation . 2 .. probably not perfected.) •. -

Val Vi-da,

‘ !. of river 5 miles E. of alVerd..

Cozgtructed prior to 1869..................,.. 40.50 800 3,800

I !sa.

E. side of river 1 nila !. of Val V,rds. Con..

•tructe’i prior to ]8o9........................ 11.25 200 200

rcial.

. ti.jde of river 3uat above n!iarciil. Con—

etruc-ted prior to 1869........................ 12.00? 500

Contac•ro. .

.

E. side of river nil. N. o.t il. bridge. . .
.

. ‘Ancient”....................................a 20.00 1000 1,000

3w3ary$ .

Aggragate capacity...... .. . .. .193.75 S.cond Feet

Acre Irrigated........ ... ....2,,00 kr,s

Additional acres irrigabia...25,000 Aera

Totd acras irrigable........27,500 Acre’s

18



Ditc!2s Thcludsd in Middle Rio Gride

Coaser,ncy District

. . .

z Cochiti : Albuquerque z Belon s Sccorro : Total

: a Division : ,ion isiou s sion : AU Diviious

Nuiber of itchasa .

.:..•

1L.fl.....fr.b...... . . 7 2 . 4 .
13

3 . 17 27 8 55

rata . 180.14 591.00 887.87 206.80, .
i85.81

Acres iteds .. . .

,..

.

1,’00 1,12. . .
6,725

on—Thdian............. 1,700 12,18, 14,450 6,500 34,835

ditxaa1Acresi
2,350 17,550 24,265 . 1,975 46,140

Tot1 Acres Irrigable .
7,950 31,435 39,k 8,475 87,700

I)itcheI aot ic1uded in Middle ‘Rio Grnde Coeerva1cy District.

Ni.ziber of ditcbes.............. 9

• reate can citv............ 250.25

Acres 1rrigated........b....... 4,160
• . Additioual acres irrigable..... 2’840

Tot1 ‘acre iri-zable ....‘...
. ‘ 31,000

..

Soond Feet
Acrgs

II

••.



Allowing for the fact that Ir. Tho’e figur.a were estixatee while

the District figures were made from act.m.1 surveys, and also aUoing for

possible differences in classification, or tezporary condition, it seems

probable that about the same amount of land was irrigated in 1910 as in

Considering Table 1, p. , ‘Sumry of Areas, it io evident tbt

,i

all itens.listed as irrigated land, have been continuously irrigated from and

e.fter 1910 (as indicated by.the Teo report) and in fact since very early tImes,

(in some cases prehistoric) as a ntter of coson knowledge. Such lands have

an undisputed iater right prior to any rights on the river, The total amount of

lands having such rightu is as follovas

(See table 1

White 0nerthip....... ...............46,272 Acres

(1) Indian 0wnersnp................ 6,979Acree

(2) Disputed Ownership.............. 67s. Acres

Total rrgated.....5,926 Acres

loto (1) Exact figure tø he determined by U. S. Indian Service.

Iote (2) 0#nership to be determined by Pueblo Lsnds Board.

Lands lying above present dtchss have never been irrigated. They

have never made any beneficial use of water and consequently no water right

has been perfected. This applies particularly to items (h), (1), Ci),. (k),

and (n) the aggregate amount, of which is 15,260 acres.

Items (e) “Salt grass, (r) “osque” and (g) “Siaznp and 1ake’, re—

ia,ain to be considered. (Similar classification for item (m) KNon_cultivated

Indian landTM, is not as yet available.)
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The eu of item (e) “salt grass, and item (g) swanp and lakew is 26,659”

acres. It is the contention of the district that this land was at one tin, ir

rigatad and cultivated and tt it had a perfected mater right, but that through

the snmpin of lands due to conditions beyond tho control of the owners, it- 1
rigation aa necessarily discontinued without, hoievor, any intent to abandon

the vaiter rghta previously perfected. ha a. atter of fact, a continuous chain

of effort looking towu.rd the u1t1te reclaszaUon of such laxidg has culminated

in tho organization of the iidd1e Rio Grande Consorvaucy District, and the pre

paration. of its OffItial Plan of reclamation.

The Conservancy District therefore contends that the lands of the

fiddle Tio Grunde Valley having perfected prior water riits are as follors:

• (i) 53,926 Acres continuously irrigated

(2) 26, 859 with irrigation teiporarily discontinued V

• 80,785 Total. Acresl

The balance of 42,482 acres ing up the total of 123,267 acres

consists of

• (f) Bosqu................. 15,030 Acres

(h) Sand dunes........., 4,650 ij

(3.) I.4esa & Upland......... 6,280 b

(j).Gravelly lan.d......... 529 •

: (k) Rural hoziesitea,..o.., 913 W

(m) Indian non—cultivated. 12,022

(‘i) Indian new area....... 2,887

(p) Disputed ownership

flon—cultivated...... 171

Total 42,4ea “

Nota

items ‘ra, “ne, and WpW may be changed in some degree by rnlinga of the

U. S. Indian Service and the Pueblo Lards Board.
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It is further contended that as to 80,785 acres within the district

a perfected water right exists, to the extent of 3 acre feet of water per

acre per annum, or a total of 242,355 acre feet per year, from the natural

flow of the Rio Grand..

It Is proposed to_supply an_ecpiva1ent_amount of water per acre.

(vi:. 3 acre feet per acre per annum) to the 42,482 acres of new lands by means of

owater 1dpd lands, as described in the official plan and_as sbon

on the accompanying maps.
[.

At 3 aore feat per acre per year for 42,482 aores the water -require—

ment.. will be 127,446 acre feet per year. The estizmted return of drainage water

to the river, (based upon figures of drainage return in the )Jeesila Valley,)

is about 285,000 acre feet per yea., more or less, or nore than twic, the required

amount. It appears from the above that the supply will be more than adequate.

In order to safeguard si11 further, the existing rights and the

supply for new lands, the District ‘proposOs as a part of its Official Plan tha

cons”truction of a reservoir on the Rio Ghana, with a capa.cityof 198,110 acre

feet, for th, purpose of regilatin and equalizing the flour of that stream and

supplementing the low season flow f the Rio Grand, with stored water during

• tho irrigation season.

-22-

zj



•1

Claim., and Filingg.

It is claimed that all of the ditches now situated rrithin the boundaries

of the 1)istrict have secured and perfected water rights by diversion and beneficial!

use, and these rights coucrtitute a prior right to the normal flow of the Rio

Grande, and that the lliddle Rio Grunde Conservancy District, under the Act of

)Larch 11, 1927, providing for the organization and operation of said district, is

the successor in right to divert and distribute waters under these acquired rights,

without making filings thereon. The waters so diverted and distributed will be used

upon the lands under those ditches as consolidated and rebuilt under the improved

system of diversion and distribution. Separate filings have been made for the

water to be stored in the El. ‘Ja.do reservoir.

Changes in Plane of iTh.

As a part of the District’s Flood control plan, it is proposed to

establish a flood channel between levees spaced at &uch distances apart as to

define a channel of capacity sufficient to carry more than the greatest flood of

record. In many placea this flood channel is of considerably greater width than

the present river channel. In such places, it is proposed to alandon irrigation

in such areas, between the present river banks and the levees and to use water

rights, pertaining to such lands, where any rights exist, on other lands within the

Iistrict. It is manifestly not possible at the present time prior to final loca

tion of such levees, definitely to describe each individual area in strict compliance

with the usual prescribed form, The district extends for over 150 mba along the

rivar and such a description would be voluminous, inaccurate and imcatorial.

In certain areas the proposed drainage and irrigation canals will

necessarily cross irrigated and cultivated lands, which have perfected prior water

rightø. Obviously, over the area of the rights—of—way through such lands, irrigation

wili be discontinued. It is proposed to change the place of use of the ‘sater per

taining to such lands to other lands within the district.



Pending final location of all drains and canals it is not possible definitely
/

to describe all such tra.cts froni which it is proposed to change the place of use of

such water rights, nor is it possible to describe the particular area of land on

which the water is to be used.

Considering the areawithin th boundaiea of the district as a xole it

uay be sai.dthat the erea,of present and proposed rights-of—way for drains, canals,

laterals, floodways, to’ans, railways, and roads, will In the aggregate anount to

aboLzt 18,000 acre.. It is not possible to determine the exact wncunt of water right

pertaining to this acreage.

Chenge3 of Points af Diversion.

The 15.ddle Rio Grands Valley, within the liaits of the Conserva.ncy District,

is divided, by reason of topography, into four natural areas or divisions, each of

which may be irrigated by ditches diverting at a single diversion dam.

• The Official Plan contplates the construction of four diversion dams,

one near the mouth of white Rock Canyon, one near Algodones, one near Thieta, and

one xear San Acacia, as uhown on the accompanying maps.

The ‘Thite flock Canyon, or Cochiti Diversion Darn, will divert watex- into to

main cti.nals, one on each side of ‘the rivers for the rrigation of the Cochiti

i)ivinion, extending aouth from said dam, to a point near Angostura.,

It is proposed to transEsr the points of diversion of present ditches head

ing in ‘this area, to these two proposed main canals, heading at the proposed Cochiti

Diversion Darn.
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The names of these ditches together with their prosent locations,

capacities and other data are given in Table 2, pages 9 and 10 of this state—

ment1and are ahoim on the accompanying map of the Qchiti Division. together

with ties to seotion corners found or projected. V

V

ft Angostuxa Diversion Dam, ill divert water into the Albuquerque

V V 1..in Caal, at a. point noa.r Angostura, as shown on the accompanying map of the

Albuquerque Division, forthe irr
ig

atio
n of lands south fra this point to a.

point near IsleLa.

V is proposed to transfer th points of diversion of the present

ditohe3 haadng in thts area, to tha point of diversion of the proposed Albu

querque

V

V
V

V V V

The names of these ditches together iith their prosent locations,

caaoiti
es

and other data, are given in Table 2, pages U 12 and 13 Of this

statemit and are shown on the accompanying map of the Albuquerque Division, to—

gather with ties to section corners found or projected.
V

The tslOta Diversion Dam will divert vater into two main Cana1s The

Belen Lain Canal on
the Ot aid, of the.V

riv
er,

aerv
in

lands south fri said

dam to apoint near the mouth of the Rio Puerco, and by rana of a siphon river

crossing, also er7ing
V the east side of the ityor in the area from Casa

Colorado to La Joys.; and the Peralta Uain Ca.na.1. on the east aide of the river,

serving lands fro*n Isleta to a point near the east end of the Belen highiiay bridge.

It is proposed to transfer the points of diversion of the pro3ent

ditches, heading in these areas, to the points of dvoriion of said Belen and

V Pa raiLs. Plain Ganal.
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Tne names of these ditches together with their present locations,

capacities and other data are given in Table 2, pages 14, 15 and 16 of this

tatent and arc shown on the accompanying zap of the Belen Division, to

gether with ties to section corurs, found or projected.

The San Acacia Diversion Daa will divert water into the Socorro

).in Canal, which will irrigate landa en the west aide of the river from San

Acacia south to the north line of the Boaqu. del Apache Grant.

It i proposed to transfer the points of diversion of the present

ditches, heading in this area, to the point of diversion of said proposed

Soc orro ham Canal

Th. names Of these ditches together with their present locations,

capacities and other data, are given in Table 2, page 17 of this statement

aid are shown on the accompanying map of the Socorro Division, together uith

ties ‘to section corners, found or projeo1ed.

It is proposed, in general, to consolidate all of th. present

ditch. now serving th. lands lying within th limits of the Conservancy

District into a. new irrigation system, consisting of six ivi.in canals, heading

at four diversion dame as above set forth. Should any other present d.itch

be found, which is not included in the above 2ble 2, it is proposed to

transfer its point of diversion, to that of the proposed canal next above it on

the B’tream to the end ‘that all ditches within the Diatrict shall hoad at one

or the other of the four proposed diversion dams, with the possible ocoeption

of the San Pelipe Test Side Ditch, which may reqtdre a separate heading.

The proposed irrigation system is more fully described in the

“Report of the Chiaf lngineer, Sukinitting a, Plan for Flood Control, Drainage

end Irrigation of the Niddle Rio Grande Conservancy Project.” Copies of

Volume 1 and Volume 2 are hereic&thsuhnitted, es a part of’ this statement.



Property ps are on file, in the Conservancy District office, in

th9 District Qourt of the Second Judicial District, and with the County Officials

of $andoval, Bernaliflo, Valoncia and Socorro Counties.

Preliminary construction plans of the four divorsion thns ro also

submitted herewith.
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AP?ROV,

Lrdraulic Engineer

) I

Respectfufly Suiitted
I1XDDL RIO GRAE CONSERVANCY DI3TRICi
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